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,V' "v^v ' «• /flffL. ■ r'lW* \ Tt's not often that a holiday feels like (Ryanair, 1 defy you), you still look epitome of
„ t'Hr *"'' "*" I one. For all the talk of lazing about that tourist that got the angry, shouting and

*f '''> '' '

• AmWMW^*9w\ I 011 sanQV heaches, having tanned lascivious locals that way in the first place.
'V^\ ',r,sfXf*" ji^t Jkl&A'AaaaaßaVimmßaaa I s:abana boys attend to your every I don't mind all of this, really I don't. If I'm

*"^t^'^a, V' tfS^ & Jj J^km^kwAWmWm\ —•'—whim, the truth is that working out on a voyage of personal discovery I welcome
*Jit' t i T »Vjf 'A'V(f iSmB^^^^VI '"'"' to ""''day is half the battle. Finding the odd hump in the highway. But, if I

. fr 'Wr *i'*^" ■ iIP* ■ !**> yourself in a foreign clime is not as easyas it take one week to relax and feel good
j, f* fc^C f ffi'&.'Sflj^'* ■ yifWaWMaar^A looks, you see. There's the Ryanair baggage in a place that isn't my bed. from
i' ■*/, ' '''flf^lißaTaa?^ l" 'j*Waaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaai allowance thing, first off. On this holiday I this day forth I'm going to Malta.
BW Jfur*y '■ JlßflflHllflflflflfltM: aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal P ac ked enough to last me four days - not The charm of Malta is immediate. Plane
WJgfci^j ,' . aHi^^^^^^^H^a^^^^^^^H even week. What DO people do when the)- window pane fills with a ruffled sandpaper

.^HEBaEaV9!!flflflflflflflflflflflflßßaaaaaaaaail 8° '"' fortnight? Start customising their landscape, azure blue surrounds ready
iAaBBBBB^Ke^fSA^AWMkmkmAAk three paltry Penneys garments by day seven? to be leapt into. The airport at Luqa is

Wftkmk^atAaßmW9aßßW^SS^^^M^^k^^mßßß\^^Lv ''' wra P chess that double as a headscarf/ compact, airy, efficient. The transfer to

W^^f^^k^^^S^kwkwkmmaßmamm^kmkmk^km^A^T parasol, erm, shoes....). But I am hardly of your chosen adventures, he they
■ '^■■■^^KffifIfIJJJJJJJJJJI^I^^^Pyi^FSK' the first to carp on about this one. Next! the captial Valletta, neighbouring bay
X ..£ <Wl !''i^#^SflB**fl there's the transfer, where the advertised of St Julians, or the quaint fishing village
» *■•' y !^SraESSfIBMS^|P '-*'• ■J :'jm ! ''W twenty minute pleasant drive through lush (the kind that made people start defining
[ "'« \h '■ iTr ■

»' Wi.%:' P'/'*SBB. m countryside transmogrifies into a hot, sticky fishing villages as quaint) of Marsaxlokk
is speedy - the island is just .316 square

E
kilometres, after all. On the archipelago also
ir■ir-uI-flies Comino and Cozo, each making tor an
unforgettable day trip (sailing under craggy-
arches in a pure white boat feels very Dolce
& Gabbana ad campaign, even if you are
wearing a straw visor found in Penneys).

We stayed in Valletta for the first three
nights, bedding down at the landmark Hotel
Phoenicia. Built in 1939, this five star has
the air of regal about it, standing proudly
as it does a minute's walk from the walls of
Valletta proper. Here, staff are excellent, food
delicious (the Phoenix restaurant terrace
demands a three hour dinner evening meal);
the rooms tastefully modern while
reassuringly elegant. The Hotel Phoenicia's
got class, as do its residents, but not, and
here's the key point, to the extent of stuffiness.
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Wandering around in flip flops and messy exciting, hut I'd recommend spending a few WMflßHrii » n «hi nHuliiiirn ftiw jim 'VTwtnTT^Bfljnflly J"
hair is allowed, and the fact that the Phoenicia hours there for the spectacle of it all alone. SEfaaaßHßKfffLk' r * Tbil '■ A 'T p * flflfln^lflfll
is Irish-owned, part of a consortium that Five minutes from Pacevillc is St Julian's, VflHEqly/T' i i.W- *]]■£& \('c B IflfltaL^C
counts native favourites Wineport Lodge, a gorgeous town that retains its traditional H^llftaA. ' -J^'l^Baaaaaaaaaß^k^BaaKJafißHP^al
Lisloughrey Lodge and rhe Ice House in its allure while offering a host of fine restaurants tll ■%BwWflfl^P^^PJfljpfljß^yFii I fll
number, adds another hint of the familiar, and the occasional nightclub (that's strictly H^HBi||^5^^B^fflj||^^HPJ|RJ^^^^^^B||uR

Not that the Maltese need lessons in the for grown ups). A perfect night in St Julian's ~&Mjm mVfm^ijMfißiP^PjkW
art of hospitality. Tourism is the number one involves an aperitif on the roof of LeMeridien
money spinner of the island, and the 404,00(1 hotel, followed by a trip to La Dolce Vita, as J >_.
inhabitants very good at making you in the order Rachel Weisz aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaiDl

welcome. F.veryone from the the mismanaged,
steering rradirional (dbagbsa) to the outstanding and the people-

serving watermelon when watching is the stuff of dreams. Brave types HJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJfI
most) at the Hotel Phoenicia pool could then ascend the nearby Level

seemready todetail thestoryoftheirrepublic. Twenty Two, a bar-cum-nightclub favoured
proud, and with good reason. by types. Le Meridien is the

In Valletta, premium. The
is flanked cavernous dam. top notch and impressive spa,

kind also because affords a bird's of
The Grand Master's the festas famous For

(that's Maltese for Taoiseach), the War the Our Lady of Mount Carmel
and pop music PJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJHshoulders must he deferentially and from the Millenium

masterpiece The often PJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJH
St John simply PJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJj

to
radial Diving the of Balluta Bay
one with what seems like a thousand steps on the doorstep of our hotel was an ideal

bay's edge. antidote to morning Level Twenty
to Two, but on the should

the to to
investigation. With or to the

nightlife, Valletta on it. There of Mdma, rhe capital
suggestion where Island's

addictive non-alcoholic beleagured most condensed
and the uninhabited fortress

suggestion. On the proud and the
from rhe Hotel Phoenicia, Knights of the Order of Malta who fought SMflft^^^^^^^^^^^^^PJ^^^BHj^^^H

bars, which serve drinks in to preserve it. No trip to Mdma complete H^k^fli^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Lfl^^B^^^Hbowl-like glasses reasonable prices (€2 to Fontanella's, old-style Bj|aaBH|^^^^^^^^^^^^^|^^^HR^^H3
for a large glass of local wine. Yes, €2). the aforementioned chocolate l^^^BaWxflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflfllfllßaaaaaaalIf nightlife necessity, there rhe option cake makes everything right with the 9|^HHBf^fl|^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H

jump in and ask the driver ro world. Return to Julian's by bus, paving lS8^Q|s&>^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH
you simply "the nightlife." €1.16 nod a switch to - the

from Valletta roundup ro
home long, narrow bursting Malta depends on with |^^Hflft|B^E||^^MrJ^^^^^^^^^^^^^|
at the seams with cafes, bars and nightclubs. holiday-making on the decline, needs all the a^HMlHHHiuHHflllllllllllllllllllllfla^it's hot looks like help it can get. For ease of access, year-round
they're having the of their lives. Not sunshine, compendium and the [l^^^^^^^^Baaaaaaail'Wsflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflfl
being sixteen on and your first holiday best chocolate cake known to man, it's pretty AafJflMfllfllfl^lH^IIBV^.^VflflflflBflfllfll^^^H
from mum and dad does make it rather less hard to beat. ■
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